Frank Hornby was born in Liverpool on 15th May 1863.
At the age of sixteen, he left school and started working as a cashier in his
father’s provision merchant business.
In 1887 he married schoolteacher Clara Walker Godefroy and they had two
sons, Roland and Douglas, and a daughter, Patricia.
When his father died in 1899, the business closed and he became a
bookkeeper for a local meat importing company owned by David Elliot.
It was at this point in his life that he started experimenting with
making toys for his sons in his home workshop…
~
Although he had no formal engineering training, Hornby was
responsible for the invention and production of three of the most
popular lines of toys of the twentieth century: Meccano, Hornby Model
Railways and Dinky Toys.
His inventions made him a millionaire in the 1930s — he owned a
mansion in Maghull, and was chauffeured to his factory daily by limousine.
In 1931 he briefly entered politics when he was elected as a Conservative MP
for the Everton constituency.
He died on 21st September 1936 and is buried at St Andrews Church, Maghull.
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Frank Hornby began making toys for his sons in 1899 with
pieces he cut from sheet metal. He built models of bridges,
trucks and cranes, although the pieces they were made from
were not interchangeable.
The breakthrough came when he realised that he could
make separate parts with holes spaced at half-inch intervals
that could be bolted together, so that any model could be
built from the same components.
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By the end of 1900 Hornby had built a set of parts he
considered worth marketing. He patented his invention in
January 1901, borrowing five pounds from his employer,
David Elliot, to cover the costs.
Elliot saw potential in what Hornby was doing and offered
him some vacant premises adjacent to his office to pursue
his ideas. Henceforth, Elliot and Hornby became partners.
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The first “Mechanics Made Easy” sets went on sale in
1902, but were soon so successful that Hornby’s
suppliers could not meet the demand. With the help
of a loan for machinery and wages, Hornby and Elliot
were manufacturing their own parts in their own
factory by June 1907.
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In September 1907, Hornby registered his famous
“Meccano” trademark and formed the Meccano
company, which Elliot decided not to join.
With demand rising worldwide, factories were built in France, Spain and
Argentina. A new factory in Binns Road, Liverpool, opened in September
1914 and became the company headquarters for over 60 years.
A Meccano Guild was established in 1919, with its
own Meccano Magazine being used as a means to
keep Guild clubs informed of each other’s activities
(as well as encourage the sales of Meccano).
In a brilliant marketing move, Meccano sets were
re-numbered from 0 to 10 in 1937, with Accessory Sets allowing children to
progress through the range and aspire to owning the flagship № 10 Set.
~
By 1964 Meccano was losing out to competing construction toys such as Lego, and the company
was sold to Lines Bros — the first of many takeovers to come. The company is now owned by the
Canadian toy group Spin Master who continue to manufacture Meccano sets in France and China.
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The Hornby factory at Binns Road, Liverpool
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Visit our Meccano Show this year and see 100s of working models of
trains, planes, cranes, fairground rides and much more.
We'll also be holding the SELMEC Rope Races — watch our competitors
test their Meccano model climbing skills as their models race to reach
the ceiling or cross the room by rope!
If this is not enough, you can also buy Meccano sets and spares from our
dealers, win Meccano prizes in our raffle, and relax with hot and cold
refreshments.
A great day out for the whole family and FREE for accompanied children!

Saturday 12th October, 10:30 – 4:30
Eltham United Reformed Church
1 Court Road, Eltham SE9 5AF

For full details take a leaflet, scan here
/LondonMeccanoClub

@MeccanoClub

or visit www.selmec.org.uk
/LondonMeccanoClub

